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Misinterpretations

The questijon is: Do the four principles
of peace laid down by the President on
February 12 modify the fourteen conditions
of peace laid down on January 87

It is understood that the Administration
hotly resents the suggestion that they do.
According to C. W. Gilbert, The Tribune’s
Washington correspondent, the official in-

e
add to the present confusion by trying to

interpret the four principles. Mr. Wilson
will do that.

One Front

The East front of the war maps has
vanished. There is now but one front in
Europe—the West front, running from
the North Sea to Switzerland and again
from Switzerland to the Adriatic. This
leaves out of account the military “side
show” at Salonica.

West,

The question then arises: IHow far will
peace with what is left of Russia and with
Rumania enable the Germans to reinforce
their armies on the West front? All the
Eastern forces cannot be withdrawn. Po.
land, Lithuania and Esthonia have to be

German bayonets. Northern Russia will
have to be watched, for the Lenine-Trotzky
régime will probably not last much longer
and German econtrol may have to be
strengthened by an occupation of Petro-
grad and a threat at Moscow.

It must also be remembered that the
German and Austrian armies in the East
are composed largely of third rate ma-
terial. The younger and more vigorous
elements are nearly all on the West front.,
although used-up divisions have frequent-
ly been sent East to recuperate and re-
cruit their strength. Since last August
the East front has been practically
stripped of artillery and aeroplanes. Noth-
ing like a total transfer of forces to the
West is therefore possible, or, from the
German point of view, even desirable.
Both Austria and Germany will draw West
their serviceabla troops and leave the
others in the East for garrison and police

terpretation is that the four principles
explain the fourteen conditions and leave
the way open to their modification. Noth- |
ing has been yet modified.

Nevertheless, as Mr, Gilbert admits,
there is a feeling in some Allied circles
that ground has been yielded. In his own
understanding he adds:

As things now stand, as a result of the
interchange of views, Germany and Aus-
tria have won what will look to the peo-
plea of those two countriecs like a substan-
tial concession from the President. Instead |
of insisting upon the Central Powers giv-
ing up Alsace-Lorraine and the Trentino, |
the piving up of this territory is ex-
plained to be merely an illustration of the
kind of territorial readjustment the Presi-
'dent will insist upon as a condition of
pence.

For the offensively pacifist interpreta-|
tion we turn to Mr. Hearst’s “American,” |
which receives the four principles with
fine enthusiasm and dismisses the fourteen
conditions in a contempuuous manner,
thus:

And we are more than glad that thel
President has definitely repudiated the in- |
terpretation of “his former speech to the
Congress, in which he made what mistaken
interpreters insisted were fourteen wvital
“demands"” upon Germany. . .

Until the President spoke yesterday, the |
almost unanimous misinterpretation of his |
former specch, and of tho#e parts which
were gometimes referred to as the “four-
teen commandments,” greatly troubled us, !
because we fearcd that the popular inter- |
pretation was the correct interpretation,

At this point the possibility occurs to
us that the fourteen conditions were not |
rightly interpreted to begin with, and we |
turn over a file of The Tribune to see what |
we did with them ourselves, '

|

|

We look first at the President’s speech— |

at that part of it introducing the four-
teen conditions. This is what he said:

All the peoples of the world are in
effect partners in this interest, and for
eur own part we see very clearly that
unless justice be done to others it will
not be done to us. The Programme of
the world’s peace, therefore, is our Pro-
gramme; and that programme, the only
possible programme as we'see it, is this":
(followed seriatim the fourteen condi-
tious.)

We recall the thrill we felt at that time.
The words “only possible programme,” to-
gether with the definitness of the condi-
tions, made us very positive. Across the
whole front page we wrote in large type: |

“WILSON PROCLAIMS AMER-

ICA’S PEACE PLAN TO MAKE ALL

THE WORLD SAFE AND FREE.

FOURTEEN DEFINITE AIMS LAID

DOWN.”

And on the editorial page we wrote:

“In a very deep sense Mr, Wilson's words
constitute a second Emancipation Proc- |
lamation, As Lincoln freed the slaves of |
the South half a century ago, Mr. Wilson |
now pledges his country to fizht for thc|
liberation of the Belgian and the Pole and |
the Serb and the Rumanian, For the long |
suffering populations of Alsace-Lorraine
and the Italian lrredenta the words of the
Preeident of the United States aTe n prom- |
tie of freedom after a slavery worse a
thousand times than that of the negro.”

It is now clear where the error hegan.‘
We were too positive and too emotional,
and read into the speech a meaning we |
wished it to have. So did many others, |

Wae interpreted the programme of four- |
teen conditions as a “pledge.”

Mr. Wilson himself now interprets it
as a “provisional sketch.” |

Mr, Hearst's “American’ was nearer right
than we were, For three days it was silent
on the January speech, and then, ignoring
the fourteen conditions, it discussed Mr.Wil-
son's disagreement with Lloyd George in
respect te Russia, the significance of his
sympathy for the Bolsheviki and “the
abandonment of emphasis upon a change
of German internal institutions.” |

Obviously, the only person competent
to interpret Mr., Wilson is Mr. Wilson
himself. At least, The Tribune is proved
incompetent by the last instance. It would
never have thought to call the programme
of {fourteen conditions “a provisional
sketch," and would have expected to be
denounced_ﬂ'f it had. Therefore, it will not |

purposes. It is presumable that Bulgaria
and Turkey will now recall the few divi-

sions which they have contributed for use|

north of the Danube.

What will be the extent of German and
Austrian reinforcement on the West
front? In his article in The Tribune last
Sunday Mr. Hilaire Belloc put the Ger-
man fighting strength in the West at 160
divisions, or 2,000,000 men. On the East
front there were 80 divisions, or 1,000,000

imen. It is Mr. Belloe's judgﬂ]EHIt thatftwice by those w

Germany can shift 40 divisions, or 500,000
men. to the West and that Austria
can shift 10 divisions, or 125,000 men.
That would® raise the German Western
forces to 3,000,000 and the Austrian West-
ern foreces to about 1,250,000,

These transfers, if accomplished within

More than ever the theory of the “West-
ern” school of strategy is in the ascendant.
Russia’s defection compels the Entente
powers to seek a military decision in the

pioneer state in establishing this agenecy
of public protection, and the few months’
experience here, it may be predicted
{that no commonwealth which sets up a
!state constabulary will regret it. By no
other force can the rural districts be so
eftectively and go cheaply policed.
other force can lawbreakers-—the profes-
sional criminals—be so thoroughly held
in check and their depredations prevented.
Although this state's force is only half a
year old it has proved its worth. Resi-
dents and business men of the country
districts would not be without it for far
more than its cost.

| An Apology to Senator Hitchcock
In last Sunday's issue of The New York
Tribune Review Senator Gilbert M. Hitch-
cock was gratuitously and most unfortu-
nately criticised il.l a contributed artiele
from Washington which ought not to have

war, That was bad enough, but to bring
Mrs. Hitcheock into it was unpardonable,
for two reasons. One of them was a rea-
son of taste. The other was a reason of
fact, The Senator’s wife is not a German-
American woman, as alleged in the article.
Her father was a native born New York-
er, of native parents, a captain in the
Civil War and later a respected member
of the Nebraska bench.

Our own Washington correspondent, C.
W. Gilbert, telegraphs: “Senator Hitch-
cock handled the declaration of war for
‘the Administration in the Senale when
| Senator Stone failed. I know him well,
| He is actnated only by a desire to see the

1

courageous public service.
correction as an act of justice.”

| We offer our sincerest apology to Sena-
{tor Hitcheock, and we give the correction
greater prominence than the error re-
ceived.

Rumania
What will Rumania do? She is in a
trap, surrounded by enemies and by for-

enemy. In her case surrénder is no re-
flection on her valor. It is an inevitable
act of reason and self-preservation.
Rumania's participation in the war has
been a tragedy. She has been betrayed
hose cause she joined. |
Stilrmer, the pro-German agent of the
Czar, lured her on with false promises to
declare war on the Teutonic allies, There

By ner

been printed. The writer repeated a lot |
garrisoned. The new Ukraine Republic{of suspicious gossip about the Senator’sjglitician type, is as incapable of success-
will have to be propped up for a time hy jmotives in ecriticising the conduct of the | f;lly conducting a business enterprise

war effectively prosecuted and is doing a |
I urge prompt |

{ dred were present, a mingling of college rad-

mer allies who have gone over to the!

the necessities of life,” says a carefully |
coneidered article in “The New Republic.”
“We cannot do this through individual
efforts nor through the mechanism of pri-
vate enterprise. It is one that must sooner
or. later be undertaken by the state.”
Since we cannot permit famine prices,
which alone 'would recoup the speculator
for the steady drain of expense which
storage houses would entail, the govt_‘rn—|
ment must undertake the task. |

It is a sign of the times. And mean- |
while ‘“The New Republic” is doing excel- |
lent work in peinting out just what gov-
ernment administration of industry and
government interference with business |
mean. By the time it comes it will be a |
costly experience, perhaps, but if we have
tix months ora year more of it it is highly
probable that the nation will have learned !
|its lesson exceeding well—will have come |
| to see that the type of mind and chm-actar!
which can be successful politically, the|

as
, |

iit’ we were to turn the government over to|
ipoets and painters.

THE MODERN ARK

—From The Chicago News

Those _éhildlik; Souls

| Bolsheviki and Their Comrades Here

Grover Cle

|
veland on the Executive Power

Under Banner of Discontent

To the Editor of The Trihune.

Sir:  The Belshevik resolution te rup |
:rAmericml labor i not conflned to the Rus- - i e et
| sian revolutionary emissaries, but is meet- I "‘:FI" & i?tﬁtl:le °Fﬂfrht:“ ow:a “‘;:J“}fsz
ing encouragement in this country from the| while satisfied with his own. =

TR i 4 .| his office or factory mechanism slows down
|I. W. W.'s and radical elements in all par- |, te to ¥ b 2 :

s e . s ol This "¢ Wants to know sbout the system his com-
| ties—Bocialist, suffragist and feminist. Bl etit followi : i dv th
l'will be elearly seen in the approaching ! By arn‘ ollowing in order to remedy the

= AT 3 ey Idefects in his own, This attitude ho carries
nationul conference of labor, Socialist and lome, and takes with him on his e Acal
rﬂadmu,l movements to be held in this Olll.}l nolitical excursions, and into social, church
Pebruary 16 and 17, announcements of which or club life as well. That is why, when
were d;str;hu!;ed at a recent dinner w'”""hlﬂnbinutu are falling in Europe. and thers ia
I attended—given under the anomalous au- 'a conflict between the executive and legialas
spices of the Women’s Peace party—at A 'tive powers in Washington, he is puzzled.
Broadway hotel, February 2. Several hun-|fa cannot help knowing that neither the
; 4 *0- King of Great Britain and Ireland nor the
ieals, suffragists, feminists, mild old lmllcsipmsidm,t of France has any considerable

and gentlemen of the abalitionist type and | executive power. . He cannot help knowing

foreign looking men who spoke with a R“'lthe vast increass in power which has been

sian or German accent, Their after-dinner | {hrust upon Mr. Wilson by war. But the
speeches, anti-ally and anti-wan, developed | power of the President of the United States
an entirely new trend, and I heard with lis enormous, even in times of peace, greater
amazement that the future salvation of the |than that of any constitutional monarch. He
world lay in Bolshevikism, Every mention [knows th"“‘, Why
of the name brought forth wild applause, |  ©One man| well
in contradistinction to the derisive laughter'vam' C,leml?nd'
which greeted any allusion to religion m"to foldl ints inoeucys desue!:ude fpr 2 done

: : neriod of years the party which twice placed
governmment, a compliment which was also him in the White Houge. His words live
extended to “The New York Times,”

|after him.
Dr. Magnes, the Jewish rabbi, enumerated| Mr. Cleveland was often in conflict with

By L. |

HI average American doesn’t think

quuliﬂed' to answer was
His deeds were such as

can be no doubt that her war plans were
revealed to Germany. Falkenhayn and
| Mackensen were lying in wait to crush
|her, and when the blow was launched

 man-Americans who

| “the TIrish-Americans who did not wish

among .gpood American citizens “the Ger- | the Congress of the United States, and gen-
of | erally victorious over it. He had “Congresa

on his hands” some times when he would
have preferred to go fishing., Ile had Con-
| &ress on his mind when he retired to Prince-
| tomn, Fourteen years after his memorable

did not approve

any war to crush the German people” and
to

further a war to help British imperialism.”

| magnitude with the campaign for Verdun. tal and h

1 “Matin” the other day, calculated that the !

| if it became law, could not be excelled by

two months, might warrvant the Germans | promised Russian assistance did not ma- |

in attempting an offensive comparable in | terialize. Within a few months her capi- |
alf her territory were in the

But they would not establish a Teutonic | hands of the enemy.

superiority in man power in the West.| Rumania fought on courageously, She
Major de Civrieux, writing in the Paris successfully defended Moldavia. But the
Russian revolutionists have now repeated

| Stiirmer’s treachery., They have made a

Germans could now concentrate 220 divi-I
| peace at any price with the two Kaisers

siong in the West—3,125,000 men in all.
But according to M. André Tardieu's|and left Rumania isolated and helpless.
sta!:ement, mad.e in a speech to the }:ortunately for _her, Ge?mun p?llcy in |
Alliance Francaise last week, France _has Eastern Lurope is now tinged with con- |
nearly 38,000,000 men on the wvarions!iliation. The German penetration into!
fronts, of whom CEl'taiIPI?? over 2,000,000 | Russia has begun, and Germany wants to |
are in I"ram:e;.l T};esézrgc:gh_ '11;! SUDPOSBglrestore quickly profitable economic rela- |
to have more than 1,500, In rrance, and | tions with the Black Sea region. She al-
the Italian, British and French forces iﬂ|ready is gorged with Poland, Lithuania |
taly are certainly not inferior to Lha;‘and Esthonia, newly acquired depen-
Austro-German forces. dencies, and has created a new vassal |

There is no need of being scary about|state in the Ukraine. She is evidently
the Allied situation in the West. willing to let Rumania off easy, preferring
cconomic absorption to political ab- |
| sorption.

Bulgaria's territorial aspirations must,
of course, be satisfied by a cession of the
trial Commission to suspend all labor laws * Ehit : i ;
during the war is true. The bill would “ab- | b‘d‘l’ahld!’l proyince, most of which yras ans
rogate all the protection secured to women | Ecm.d bl,\éﬁurs'?séra :gftcr thg. MR wltl; Tgr'
and children through long, hard years of | ¥ M e Faraiin a8 parkly Buo
rublic endeavor and throw them back E:ﬂluaz’d t?n:?rn?e?l’;u?e?nr:;e:iart?l%nzl.:gi?\-

; ria.
‘::.’Sm; ft};:er:;?;::.,?i ?tnf:;;lﬁluho;‘:n‘;r:‘el?loi’t The exchange is there'f-ore not objection-
would affect men equally unfavorably. 9 o racial ‘and gat:onallst}c _gru}mds.
The only recourse from injustice on the gnd .:t woj;lidl be & b‘ﬁ o%poetuf Jus:m s
part of employers would be an appeal to huST;' by ;:1 rl;med ¢ Sanan copes, |
the power of labor unions—that is, to the s:‘::e bI;:\‘:cez ];;El:lbe ; nap:yt]:he; osg t.’f!
ultimate balance to the power of the em- f ill?es. YA el
ployer class, the strike, . | A little enclave in the Slav world, Ru-

As a fomenter of strikes this MeasUTe, || ooy oy always cherished a strong tra-
dition of individuality and nationalism,
She wanted to bring the Transylvanian Ru-
[ manians into her household and to become
| & united, distinctively Latin state. It is|

ne to have had her national |

Sai;;'iage Inverted

The resolution adopted by the Cooper |
Union mass meeting regarding Senator

the agents of the I. W, W.

On its social side the bill is thoroughly
pernicious. It would make possible the
reintroduction of the evils of child lahor
and the sweatshops and the canning fac-
tories—all the vicious oppression of help-
less workers which the police power of the .
state has gradually but successfully been !
invoked to stop. Such a backward step

her misfortu
aspirations wrecked by Slav plotters and!
visionaries—and to find herself in the end |
the vietim of a Russian revolution in-|
spired by the vagaries of proletariat inter-

(Laughter.)  Crystal Eastman, Socinlist-|
suffragist, deela_ru:’[: “Since the war we have
had two new words: One camouflage, stand- |
ing for deceit, concealment, and the other
{?7) (eries of ‘Bolshevik!?). Yes, Rolshevik
—standing for honesty, simple, childlike hon-
esty, (Wild applause.) If we want a world
without war we must adopt Bolshevik meth-
0ds.” Bhe spoke of the “old times”—I mean |
the times before Trotzky, (Applause.)

“Stand with the Bolsheviki”

Amos Pinchot, who was subtly alluded |

in  his introduction as  one who
could nol pass through the eye of a needle,”
after explaining nonchalantly and with an |
air of steoping prince, that he was neithor:
4 “pacific-pacifist” nor a “Christian,” and
apologizing for defending authority in the|
persons of President Wilson and Sccre{-aryl
Baker, who were being attacked by the *
terests,” exposed what he called the “

treaties of the Allies which hav
by the Bolshevists.”

to

o

n-!
secret |
e heen found
He admired the Germans
for their union of ideals and action—-possi-
bly.with Belgium in mind —and declared him- |
self as did the other speakers against all |
annexations and indemnities, He said that!
“we must stand with the Bolsheviki.” After
he gat down an unfortunate woman, asking
to be allowed to spenk one word in defence
of the Allies, was hissed down.

Mary Shaw, actress and prominent suf-
fragist - Socialist, vecited Mrs. Browning's
“Poet and Mother” as an example of the
hatred of women for war,

The last spesker was Lineoin Steffens, who
is one of the organizers of the approaching
conference, which, I overheard a man ex~
plaining in broken English to an enthusias. |
tic Hermione-like lady, could noi be called
8 Warkmen’s and Soldiers' Council for fear
of antagonizing Amos Pinchot! Mr. Steffens
spoke at length in a volea trembling with
emotion of the “simpie, childlike soul of the
Russian revolutionaries, so beantiful, so
primitive, that we could not hope to attain

(5

Having read only that morning Harold
Williams's account in “The New York Times”
of conditions in Russia, drunken riots, plots,
looting and murder and Lenine’s thrent (hat
the “real terror is yet to come,” Mr, Steffens’s
sob-stuff over the Bolshevik soul hecame
80 sickening that my friend and 1 could
stand no more. We went out of the room
into the fresh air of an outside world to
which justice, honor, reparation, indignation
at cruelty and outrage had not yet become
empty sounds.

(fight with the Senate over the matter of pat-

ronage, he justified his course in a leeture
at Princeton, and thus mildly rejoiced in his
triumph over the law-making branch of EO0V-
ernment.

Again the People’s Agent

“The President, freed from the Senate's
claim of tutelage, became again the inde-
pendent agent of the people, representing a
coirdinate hranch of their government,
charged with responsibilities which, under
his oath, he ought not to avoid or divide with
others, and invested with powers, not to be
surtendered, but to be used, under the guid-
ance of patrietic intention and an unclouded
conseience.” .

Mr. Cleveland had been electad to office on
a platform which pledged civil service re-
form, but even before the election the hun-
gry horde of Democracy had becn heard to
shout the ancient slogan: “Turn the rascals

out!”  Mr., Cleveland satisfied himself and
his following that by hundreds of BUspen-
sions from office and the appointment wf

worthy Democrats to the Vicancies thus
created, he was fulfiling this pledge. Doubt-
less the small army of officeholders pried

de Bekker Jt L

body politic, or some of ita divisions. When,
however, I now speak of the Presidency as
being preéminently the people’s office, I mean
that it is especially the office related to the
reople as individuals, in no general, Joeal or
other combination, but standing on the firm
footing of manhood and American citizen~
| ship,
they are inert and vain without executive im-
pulse. The federal courts adjudicate upon
the rights of the citizen when their aid is
invoked, But under the constitutional man-
|date that the President ‘shall take care that
the laws be faithfully executed,’ every citi-
zen, in the day or in the night, at home or
abrogd, is constantly within the protection
and restraint of the executive power—none
80 lowly as to be beneath its scrupulous
care, and none so great and powerful as to
be beyond its restraining force.”
Undoubtedly, it was this exalted view of
the dignity and power of the great office he
twice administered that sustained Mr. Cleve-
land during the repeated and bitter attacks
made upon him. It was because he felt that
he represented the people in & peculiar sense
snd more directly than the gentlemen of the
Congress that he had the courage tp appoint

thority, to override the sentiments of many
leaders of his own party by interference in
the settlement of the Chicago atrike, to bring
upon himself the antagonism of many classes
by his bond issues for the preservation of
"the gold reserve. Continuing his discussion
¢f the Execulive power, Mr. Cleveland wrote:

“The Constitution declares: ‘The execn-
tive power shall be vested in a President of
the United States of America,” and thig is
followed by a recital of the gpecile and dis-
tinctly declared duties with which he ia
charged, and the powers with which he is
invested. The members of the convention
were not willing, however, that the execu-
tive power which they had vested in the
President should be cramped and embarrassed
by any implication that a specifie statement
of certein granted powers and duties ex-
cluded all other executive functions; mnor
were they apparently willing that the elarm
of such exclusion ghould have countenance
in the strict meaning which might pe given
to the words ‘executive power’ Therefore,
we find the Constitution supplements a re-
cital of the specific powers and duties of the
President with this impressive and conclu-
sive additional requirement: ‘He shall take
care that the laws be faithfully exscuted.’
Thiag I eonceive to be cquivalent to a grant
of all the power necessary to the performance
of his duty in the faithful execution of the
laws.”

What Would He Have Done?

If “yoice of the people is the voice of
God,” Mr. Cleveland arrogated to himself in
these words gomething more of the divine

from the payroll remained unconvineced.

“When, on the footing of the Declaration |
of Independence,” the firat scheme of gov- |
ernment wad adopted for the revolted States, |
Mr, Cleveland wrote, “it contained no provi- |
sion for an executive officer to whom should
be entrusted administrative power and duty.!
Those who had suffered and rehelled on se. |
count of the tyranny of ap English King
were evidently chary of subjecting themselves
to the chance of a repetition of their woes
through an abuse of the power that might
necessarily devolve upon an American Presi-
dent.

“Thus, under the Articles of Confedera-
tion, ‘The United States of Ameriea,’ with-
aut an executive head, ag we understand the
term, eame to the light, and in its charter
of existence it was declared that ‘the arti-
cles of this Confederation =zhall be inviola-
bly observed by every state, and the Union
shall be perpetual.

Early Symptoms of Decay

“But the Artieles of Confederation lacked
tha power to enforeg the decroe they con-
tuined of inviolable observance of every
state, and the Union, which under their sane-
tion was to be permanent and lasting, early
developed symptoms of inevitable decay.

“It thus happened that within ten years
after the date of the Articles of Confedera-
tion their deficienciez had become so mani-
fest that representatives of the people were

i power, even in times of peace;

! nationalism.

in ordinary times would not be contem- —_—

plated by the most reactionary of legis- | Protection Agains 2 i
latures. There is no more reason for| gainst Famine

taking it now that the country is at war.
The experience of other warring countries

| is that the health and safety of the work- What other threats and prospects of these

ers must be maintained, else production

suffers and the war programme of the

country suffers. Last year Governor,
Whitman vetoed this same bill, He shauld
not be put to that trouble this year. It
should never get that near to the statute
books.

The State Police Plan Spreads
Under the pressure of war needs the
merits of a state police foree are becom-
ing more generally recognized than dur- |
ing peace times. It was this pressure
of war needs which produced the passage
of the bill last winter creating this state’s
force. In New Jersey, on recommenda-
tion of Governor Edge, the Legislature is
debating the enrolment of a state police, |
Now comes Governor Withycombe of Ore-
gon in advocacy of a state constabulary
to patrol the huge lumber districts and
shipyards which the National Guard is
protecting at present—a work for which
that body is not precisely fitted and which
it performs at considerable expense ana
with much sacrifice on the part of its
members,
From the results attained after several
years' experience in Pennsylvania,

‘ The food situation, the coal famine, the
threatened ice famine, and heaven knows

| parlous times, draw attention to the ex-
tremely small stocks of foods and supplies !
that are usually available, They have re-
{vealed to an unheeding country how ex-
traordinarily delicate has become the dis-
tribution system for all that the nation
tonsumes.

All the coal yards of New York carry
enough coal for perhaps four or five days’
needs. And the same in other great cities,
To have two snowstorms in succession and |
tke whole nation shivers.

If all the railway trains were stopped
this morning and the motor cars put out of
business a large part of the population |
would be starving at the end of four or
five days. Of such a necessity as milk
there is never even a twenty-four hour
cupply ahead, In an extraordinary way we
have developed the industry of fooq pre-
serving, and tinned and bottled foods
night keep us alive for a fortnight if
other supplies were to faijl.

All this sounds ominous enough at a
time when the whale world is threatened
with scarcity. And timid souls ave trou-
bled, *“Like the prudent household of pre-
capitalistic times, we shall have to make

f

the | provision for adequate réserve stocks.r of |

y and philosephers who just before the rench

| tend their meetings and judge for yourself,

{8zain assembled in convention to consider
| the situation and to devise a plan of gav-
|ernment that would form ‘a more perfect
lunion® in place of the crumbling structure

which had so lately been proclaimed as per-
petual.” !

Mr. Cleveland rewi

Sincere Dupes

These people are most of them sincore
dupes, radicals of all types, theorists united
with anarchists and pro-German propagan-
tiists under the common banner of discon-
tent, They are prototypes of the literati,

ewed the circumstances!
which led up to the establishment of the |
office of President, and commented on the
fact that the convention very nearly placed
the selection of a President in the hands of
\Congress, Then he agserted:

“In "the scheme of our national govern-
ment the Presidency ig preéminently the peo-
ple’s office, OFf course, all offices created by |
the Constitution, and all government agen. !
cles existing under its sanction, must be
recognized, in a sense, as the offices and
agencies of the people—considered either as
an aggregation constitutin the mnational

Revolution met in the salons of Pariz tg
deelaim the approaching millennium—liberty,
which made life a hell under the Reign of
Terror; fraternally, which ended in natinnal
and civil war; equality, which united on the
guillotine the aristocracy and the same
bourgeoisie which is now being massacred
by these “child-like souls”—the Bolsheviki.
How long will the easy-going American
people remain blinded to the treachery of
those to whom they extend hoapitality and
protection, to the mole-like forces which

| whether the Congress in which

right to rule than ever has been claimed by
kings. With royalty it has ever been the
axiom that
but that his ministers and servants not only
can but do. Louis XIV, who said of him-
self, “I am the state,” certainly accepted this
view, for he punished his ministers severely

| for what he eonsidered to be wrong doing on

many occasions. The interesting question
naturally suggests itself as to what Mr.
Cleveland would have done in the midst of
war. Would he have sought by persuasion
and appesal to patriotism to obtain from the
Congress so frequently “on his hands” a
larger grant of power? Would he not, as
commander in chief of the army and navy,
rather have contented himself with an execn-
live construction of the Dowers conferred
upon him by the Constitution, “aquivalent
to a grant of all the powers necessary’?
The quotations from Mr. Cleveland’s
“apologia pro sua vite” amply suffice, in any
case, to tell the average American why the
President of the United States has <o much
The Con-
stitution, as carefully reasoned #s any fun-
damental law shown in history, was perfacted
a3 a time when some kind of eodirdinating
authority was a necessity apparent to all. It
Wwas an advance in free government over
everything that had gone before. It reduced
the powers of the Chief Magistrate to =a
lower level than then existed in the govern-
ment of any civilized people. RBut It was

and is an instrument in writing, immutable |

without some vast convulsion like the Civil
War te force the pen again into action. And
it makes the United States of America to-
day the oldest government in point of un-

broken existence on earth, Franee has
changed frem republie to manarchy and back]
again, England has witnessed changes of

rynasty and proved more than onec the fexi- ,=
bility 6f an unwritten constitution, but Amer-
icn has gone her way as usual, And whetner |
Mr, Cleveland’s view of the prcpcnuerunre|
of the executive power shall prevail, or |
y after al!.!
2 law still
pon the na-

the exclusive right to make th
vests, shall in the end force u
tion the plan of a ministry resnonsible to
the Congress, are problems hardly less im- |
rortant than those of the war which brings
them to focus.

under the disguise of other movemonts seek |
the disintegration of our government, the |
fomenting of a class war and 1. W. W, or
Bolshevik control? If you think this state- .
ment exaggerated read their literature, at-

Too Much Publicity

Ta the Editor ¢f The Tribune.
Sir: I wish you' would stop printing stuff |
about Scott Nearing, the People’ Couneil
and other matter of that sort. They would
(all die off in short order if The Trihune
and other loyal and respectable newspapers
| would quit exploiting them. Tt is only the
publicity that you give them that keeps them
going at all. They would be harmlass if they
had only such publicity as they can get
from the nacifist press. I cannot see any
txeuse for mentioning their disreputable
doings in the columns of The Tribune at all.
L am not interested in what they say or dn, |
neither are any other busy patriots; take
t_!'lat space to tell us more of what i= being
Gone to push the war, what the Rad Cross iy
doing, the Y, M. C, A., ete. Eay, I would
dic happier if [ were sure I should never see
the name of Nearing again or hear it. 1
| buy The Tribune every morning, but I would

MRS. ALYN WILLIAMS.
New York, Feb, 11, 1918.

Into the Melting Pot
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The suggestion of Dr. MecElroy, of
Princeten. which appeared in your issue of
the Bth inst., that the statue of “Frederick:
the Vile” at Washington be melted up and
used on the battle front, is admirable. May
I suggest that the base of the statue be
utilized for a figure commemorative of Hdith
Cavell, and that the inscription make men-
tion of the changed and improved use of
both the feundation and the public location?

Brooklyn, Feb. 8, 1918, E.M. L.

i
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| that would make it a pol

quit it ecold if 1 could find as good a paper

icy to give all the
racifists a thorough treatment of silence,
silence and more silence unti] the war js!
over, You gave them two or three columns
of space to-day for nothing that they could
not have bought at $10 a line, And I, for
one, don't like it. H. L. BAKER,
Mount Vernon, Feb. 11, 1918,

What the President Needs
Te the Editor of The Trikune,
Sirt An impartial view of our affairs in-
duces the belief that the President is not in
need of any further grant of power, but,
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New York, Feb, 8, 1918.
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The Congress may enact laws, but

paramount commissioners on doubtful au-|

“the kings can do no wrong,*
g

3t v
1atur:d in New York by making them %
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How the Junken
Will Die

rl \HAT the Junkers will die harg he

come to be a platitude in g

discussions of German interny
affairs. That they will also die impudes
is shown by a recent utterance of th
“Deutsche Tageszeitung,” the organ g
[Count zu Reventlow. This paper w
|deeply disgusted with the course of th
| peace negotiations at Brest-Litovsk. ]
{elamored, naturally, for the immedial
:and unceremonious annexation of th
Russian Baltic provinces and hag D
' patience whatever with the £overnmen
|dallying with the plan of giving the roR
\lations a chance to decide their om
future politieal status.

Even the whole project of diplomat;
|negotiations with the Russians is repul
|sive to the “Tageszeitung.” Its solutin
|instead, is for the military to step in, sey
|the diplomats about their business
'then carve out with the sword as big
hulk of Russia as can be digested in
German maw without age-long polifi
| dyspepsia. Just which of the mili
{leaders is to carry through this asto
/ing operation the editor does not say,
(he is evidently looking for the right
eral. In the first week of January
|printed an editorial under the astonis
lingly impudent caption: “Where Li
| York?”

This is an allusion to the well-kng
{incident at the time of Napoleon’s dis
itrous ‘retreat from Moscow—when Gal
iera.l York, commanding a part of the Pn
;sian auxiliaries attached to the Fred
{army, disobeyed the orders of his ws
| King and went over to the Russians,
inaugurating the War of Liberation
other words, the Junker editor is ecall:
for volunteers to head a military rebelli
against the Berlin political control,

And a rebellion against the Kais
Here is how the editor expresses b
loyalty to H. M.: “Love for the Hobs
|zollerns is yet indestruetible—to-day ye
And the “Berliner Tageblatt” ironical
regards that “to-day vet” as “pafticlad
beautiful.” The Junker editor goes o
say that the German people fee] that the
burden is already heavy enough, and
heavier one they will benr “nevermon!

Of all the examples of unconscious
mor with which the Gernians have
|galed the world sinee the war hegan—an
\many they were!—this idea of a i
{of the Junkers against the Kaiserand big
| government certainly deserves the per
nant. The imputation behind it is th
the monarch exists to carry out the ¥l
of the Junkers, to annex al] the terri
that they demand; but if he is so weak
to listen to the voices of the great mass
{of common folk mho long for peace, the
the Junkers will rebel, capture the ra
citrant Kaiser and bend him to their il
That would certainly be a spectacle th
would make this troubled world laug
itself young again. But unfortunately
cannot believe that the threat of
rszl-cer:; is anything more than st
thunder.

———————

“Dry Pipe” Sprinkler Systems
To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: The coal shortage has rovealed
reliance on automatic water sprinkler
tems for fire control. The eFective maints
ance of these systems has been impuird
by freezing in hundreds of buildings inXef
York lacking fuel, Because of the tempe
rary loss of this protection a cnnﬁlff"m:
becomes an imminent possibility—the peri
appalls the firc underwriters, and beessse &
it the Fuel Administrator allaws use of &
to prevent freezing of sprinkler syste®
All of these Taets have been reported by &
press. x
And from these reports the idea hasl:ll‘“
currency that the impairment of tDl'l"H_‘
protection by freezing has besn due to !
herent defcets in sprinkler systenis, Nothid
eould be further from the truih. The B
pairment has been because the water in ¥
“wet pipe” sprinkler systems :'EqUiNd_
the fire underwpiters in heated build?
has been allowed to frecze and more or [
cripple the systems, or else the water ™
been shut off and the pipes drained to P
vent freezing where lieat could not be B
tained because of lack of coal. =i
In unheated buildings where water i8 ™
ble to freeze sprinkler systems are iMT'_'I.'
“dry pipe,” i. e, instead of water the PIP
contains air under pressure which hoﬂ
ghut an automatic water control valve T
valve opens und admits water into the pi
when the pressure iz weakened

escape of air through sprinklers o:ﬂl‘-‘d'
fire.

Scores of sprinkler systems are heing ™

temporarily into “dry pipe” 5-"‘“"‘."'11”
an interesting fact to contemplate is thal}

north has been on the job, while thenu '

furthest south has been allowed to. E'i{m

fect. : 1. G. HOAGLASE
New York, Feb. 6, 1018. .



